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INCREASE OF WICKEDNESS TO BE LOOKED FOR. 


A Sermon by William R. Weeks, Pastor of the Fourth Church, 
Newark, N. J. 

Rey. xvi. 12—15. And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the —_ 
river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the 
kings of the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth beast, 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the 
whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
Behold I come asa thief. Blessed is he that wateheth, and keepeth his gar- 
ments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. i 


Ir is believed that we are now living under the sixth vial, and 
that the events included in its period are rapidly hastening to their 
fulfilment. It is believed that the Mahometan power is symbolized 
by the great river Euphrates; and that the drying up of that river 
denotes the gradual decline of that power, which we have now been 
witnessing for several years. It is to be dried up, that the way of 
the kings of the east may be prepared. The Jews will return to 
their own land, and the great confederacy of Gog and Magog will 
be formed against them, and be destroyed. While the river is drys 
ing up, the three unclean spirits are going forth to prepare the wor 
for that terrible destruction which is denoted by the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty. False religion, infidelity, and licen- 
tiousness go hand in hand ; and though operating in different modes, 
they combine their influence to ripen mankind for the divine jadg- 
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ments. Great success is to attend the efforts of these unclean spir- 
its. The kings of the earth and of the whole world are to fall 
under their influence, and be united in opposition to the cause of 
God. And thus men are to be gathered to the battle of the great 
day. While these things are taking place, there is a special call 
upon Christians to be awake, and engaged in the discharge of 
duty. 

In discoursing from these words, I propose to show, 

I. That a great increase of wickedness is coming in upon the 
world. 

II. What christians ought to do, under such circumstances. 

I. Iam to show that a great increase of wickedness is coming 
in upon the world. And in order to this, [ observe, 

1. That such appears to be the import of several predictions of 
the Holy Scriptures. Paul saysto Timothy, (II, 3. 1—5, 13,) * This 
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For 
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof. But evil men and seducers shall 
wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.’ The last 
days are to be rendered perilous by the prevalence of these things. 
More or less of them have been found at other periods. But they 
are here spoken of as the characteristics of the last days; which 
implies a much greater prevalence of them at that time than before. 
The same may be said of a prediction in the following chapter (II. 
Tim. 4. 3, 4,) “‘ The time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.” Sound doc- 
trine has always been hated; but there is to be a time peculiarly 
distinguished for its rejection. In like manner Peter says, (II. 2. 
1, 2.) “ But there were false prophets also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of.” (3.3, 4.) “ Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from* the beginning of 
the creation.” When the Lord Jesus sat on the mount of Olives, 
and his disciples asked him, (Matt. 24. 3, 4,) ‘“* What shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” He answered, 
“Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in 
my name, saying, [am Christ; and shall deceive many.” (ver.9—12,) 
“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: 
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. And then 
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shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate 
one another. And many false propheis shall arise, and shall deceive 
many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall 
wax cold.’’ These predictions indicate an increasing prevalence of 
error and wickedness immediately before the introduction of the 
Millenniam. 

2. The history of past ages leads us to expect an increase of 
wickedness in Christian lands. The history of the Church fully es- 
tablishes the fact, that where the gospel has been enjoyed in its pu- 
rity for a season, it has afterwards been gradually mixed with error, 
till it has become greatly corrupted, or entirely changed. Such at 
Jeast has been the usual course of events. True religion has flour 
ished for a time, and then declined. In the age of the apostles it 
existed in its purity; but a great declension succeeded, and of much 
longer duration. In the age of Augustine there was a revival of 
sound doctrine; but this was followed by a long season of darkness 
and sin. At the era of the Reformation, under the ministry of 
Luther and Calvin and their associates, there was a great revival of 
sound doctrine and vital piety. But their spirit has long since de- 
parted from the ground they trod ; and their doctrine has long been 
exiled from the churches they planted. In Geneva itself the followers 
of Calvin have been silenced ; and from the other reformed churches 
on the continent the glory of the Reformation has disappeared. The 
established Churches of England and Scotland are not as they once 
were. And though their articles remain unchanged, there is reason 
to fear they are very little regarded. In many of the Churches 
planted by our Puritan Fathers we may find ample confirmation of 
the truth of what we affirm. ‘The spirit which animated their foun- 
ders did not descend unimpaired to their posterity. And as it has 
been in past ages, so we must expect it will be. The general pro- 
gress is downward. Men are prone to undervalue and neglect their 
privileges, and this provokes God to remove them. 

3. The prevailing opinions respecting the coming of the Millen- 
nium, are favorable to the increase of error. When it is thought 
that dangers are chiefly past, men are thrown off their guard. If 
we expect the world to be speedily converted, and all men to em- 
brace the truth, no great and lasting evil can be apprehended from 
a present limited prevalence of error. And hence the feeling which 
is so general, that no great efforts are necessary to oppose error, or 
promote the knowledge of the truth. But the natural heart loves 
error, and hates the truth. And if the subject is neglected error 
will prevail. And while men are expecting an easy and speedy 
victory, and imagining the enemy almost subdued, when in truth he 
is stronger than ever, and is gath+ring all his strength for a most 
vigorous onset, there is great reason to expect that those who make 
such a mistake will be easily foiled, and that the enemy will achieve 
further and still greater triumphs. . 

4. The scriptures teach that the Milllennium is to be introduced 
by the general destruction, and not by the general conversion, of the 
wicked. And they are to be fitted for that destruction, by the love 
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and practice of sin. The three unclean spirits are to go forth un- 
to the kings of the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of that great day of God Alinighty. In that battle they 
are to be destroyed. John says, (Rev. 19, 17—21,) “ And I saw an 
angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying 
to all the fow!s that fly in the midst of heaven, come, and gather 
yourselves together unto the supper of the great God ; that ye may 
eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of 
mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 
And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
*gathered together to make war against him that sitteth on the 
horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken, and with 
him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them 
that worshipped his image. ‘These both were cast alive into a lake 
of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant were slain with 
the sword of him that sat on the horse, which sword proceeded out 
of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.” After 
this destruction of the wicked follows the bgnding of Satan, and the 
thousand years reign of the saints. And so it is also in the Old 
Testament prophecies. The Millennium is introduced by the gen- 
eral destruction of the wicked; and the two events are almost uni- 
formly connected together; asin Isa. 63. 4, “ The day of vengeance 
is in my heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.” ‘The 24th 
chapter of Isaiah speaks of that destruction. (ver. 1, 3,) ‘‘ Beheld 
the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth 
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. The 
land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath 
spoken this word.”” A small remnant, however, are to escape this 
destruction. (ver. 13.) ‘ When thus it shall be in the midst of 
the land among the people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive 
tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is done.” And 
this remnant are to rejoice inthe Lord. (ver. 14.) ‘ They shall 
lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord, they 
shall cry aloud from the sea.” And this is to introduce the Millen- 
nium. (ver. 23.) ‘Then the moon shall be confounded and the 
sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” The 34th 
chapter foretels the destruction of Zion’s enemies, and the 35th 
describes the Millennium. (34. 1, 2.) ‘Come near, ye nations, 
to hear; and hearken, ye people: Let the earth hear, and all that 
is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. For the 
indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all 
their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them 
to the slaughter.” After this, we read in the next chapter, (ver. 1, 
2,) “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blos- 
som abundantly, and rejoice, even with joy and singing: the glory 
of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and 
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Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of 
our God.” (ver. 10.) ‘* And the ransomed of the Lord shall re- 
turn, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting Joy upen their 
heads: they shall obtain jey and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.” In the 66th chapter the same things are found in 
close connection. (ver. 10, 12, L4—16,) “ Rejoice ye with Jerusa- 
lem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: Rejoice for joy with 
her, all ye that mourn for her: for thus saith the Lord, Behold, I 
will extend peace to her ike a river, andthe glory of the Gentiles 
like a flowing stream. And when ye sce this, your heart shall re- 
joice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: And the hand of 
the Lord shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation 
toward his enemies. For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and 
with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, 
and his rebuke with flames of fire. Fer by fire and by his sword 
will the Lord plead with ali flesh: and the slain of the Lord shall 
be many.”? In the 3d chapter of Joel, the 3d chapter of Zechari- 
ah, and the 14th chapter of Zechariah, the same events are found 
in the same connection. In the 3=th and 29th chapters of Ezekiel, 
there is a particular description of the slaughter of Gog and Ma- 
gog, upon the mountains of Israel, when they come with their nu- 
merous hosts, with the design of destroying and plundering the 
people of God. And this destruction is also to extend to those like 
them elsewhere. (Ezk. 39. 4—7,) God says to their chief, ‘* Tiou 
shalt fall upon the mountains of Isracl, thou, and and all thy bands, 
and the people that is with thee : I will give thee unto the ravenous 
birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. 
Thou shalt fall upon the open field: For I have spoken it, saith the 
Lord God. And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that 
dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the 
Lord. So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my 
people Israel; and [ will not let them pollute my holy name any 
more.” Then follow several chapters describing their happy state 
during the Millennium. Since, then, the Millennium is to be in- 
troduced by a general destruction of the wicked from off the earth, 
we are to expect them to become more and more fitted for that end 
by a rapid increase of error and sin. 

5. The prevailing taste of the present age favors the increase 
of error. It is not an age of close thought and of thorough inves- 
tigation, which would be favorable to the cause of truth. It is an 
age of novelty, and an age of excitement. We are not‘satisfied 
with that reading or preaching which furnishes instruction, which 
enlightens the understanding and impresses the conscience; and 
which aims to move the heart in this way. ‘The process is too slow. 
We want something that is new, and strange, and out of the beaten 
track, something that gratifies and increases the love of excitement, 
something that arouses the imagination and stimulates the passions. 
But reading or preaching of this character is not favorable to the 
cause of truth, When men are led by their passions, rather than 
by their understanding, they will certainly be led out of the way. 
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6. Many of the modern notions respecting revivals,of religion 
favor the increase of error. I do not mean that revivals of true 
religion favor the increase of error. Genuine revivals favor the 
cause of truth. But | mean that such wrong notions about revivals 
extensively prevail, as have a tendency to increase the influence of 
error. It is often thought that the distinguishing doctrines of the 
gospel must not be preached in a time of revival, as having a ten- 
dency to hinder the work. It is often thought that almost any kind 
and degree of feeling on religious subjects ought to be considered 
good feeling; and that any attempt to distinguish genuine and spu- 
rious affections, at such a time, must have a chilling influence. It 
is often thought that every one who supposes he has experienced a 
change should be encouraged to hope it is genuine, and should be 
treated as a real convert, and be encouraged to unite with the 
Church at once. Such notions as these are adapted to fill the 
Churches with spurious converts, and to beguile christians with a 
spurious religion. And while the spurious religion continues, its 
influence is exerted against the truth; and when it disappears, it is 
apt to leave infidelity and profligacy in its place. 

7. Many of the maxims which the advocates of error wish to 
have prevail, as most favorable to their views, are countenanced and 
propagated by the professed friends of truth. That religious con- 
troversy is wrong, and ought to be carefully avoided; that we must 
think about as well of the piety of those who reject the truth as of 
those who embrace it; that a rigid adherence to any sentiments is 
to be regarded as bigotry ; that we must be careful, on every sub- 
ject, not to go to extremes; that practical religion is not to be re- 
garded as the legitimate effect of an orthodox faith, but rather as 
its opposite; that creeds and articles of faith, are of little or no im- 
portance ; and that it is no matter what a man believes, if he is on- 
ly ineere: these are maxims to which the advocates of error have 
} : ondeavorins to give currency, as being most favorable to 

4 cause, umd certsin to insure its prevalence, if universally 

And these niasims are extensively countenanced and 

parted amens thase who still profess tobe the friends of sound 

Hevert inne \nd the consequence is obvious. The odium in which 

religious controversy is held greatly hinders the defense of the truth, 

and fivors the progress of error. And the fear of going toextremes 

keeps men from attempting to come up to the requirements of the 

divine law, and leads them to content themselves with something 

far below it, a kind of medium between what is just right and what 
is at the farthest remove from it. 

8. ‘The Bible is treated with great disrespect, and its authority 
is extensively disregarded. Many set up their own reason as of 
superior authority, and make it give laws to divine revelation. Ma- 
ny neglect the Bible, and refuse to make themselves acquainted 
with its contents. Some endeavor to destroy our confidence in the 
correctness of the common version, although it is sanctioned by 
the Bible Societies all over the world. Some make alterations to 
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suit their own views. Some explain away what they dislike. Rules 
of interpretation are introduced, which seem to have been invented 
for the very purpose of destroying the proof of odious doctrines. 
And it is represented as giving countenance to systems the most 
opposite, and therefore unworthy of confidence as a guide to truth 
and duty. When the Bible is so little valued, and its authority is 
so little respected, there is reason to fear that very soon there will be 
no sufficient barrier left to check the progress of error and wicked- 
ness. 

9. There is a growing profanation of the Sabbath. This is a 
great sin in itself, and it leads to other great sins. How many 
pursue journeys, or seek amusements, or make visits, or transact 
business on that holy day! This withdraws them from the instruct- 
ions of the sanctuary, and other appropriate duties of the day, and 
exposes them still more to the influence of corrupters. How many 
who do not mean to neglect tlhe Sabbath themselves, countenance 
others in neglecting it. How many partake of the gains of Sab- 
bath-breaking establishments. It is most certain that there is no 
more vital piety in any community, or in any individual, than there 
is of regard for the Sabbath. And when our Sabbaths shall} be 
wrested from us, and their precious privileges shall be no longer en- 
joyed, the tide of error and wickedness will be overwhelming. 

10. Great efforts are made to propagate error, and great success 
is attending those efforts. Several denominations of errorists, 
which, fifty years ago, were scarcely known in this country, have 
now become numerous and strong; and are rapidly extending their 
influence and increasing their power. And among those Churches 
which still profess an attachment to the truths of the gospel, there 
has been a great decline both in doctrine and practice. Those 
strict notions of truth and duty, which distinguished our fathers, are 
extensively fallen into disrepute, and are exploded as remnants of 
the bigotry and superstition of a darker age. 

These things indicate a rapid increase of error and wickedness. 
The influence and progress of the three unclean spirits is clearly 
discernible on every side. And it is the divine prediction that they 
are to “go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the whole 
world.” A fearful crisis is approaching ; and what ought Christians 
to do, under such circumstances ? 

To answer this question was the second thing proposed. 

The text says, ‘‘ Blessed is he that watcheth.” This doubtless 
implies a careful and diligent attention to the signs of the times, and 
to the performance of every duty. 

And 1. It implies that the Churches should awake to their 
danger. Error will spread gradually and imperceptibly. The un- 
clean spirits will extend their influence in places that were deemed 
secure. Errorists will cry no danger, for the purpose of obtaining 
an advantage. And the indolent and the timid may echo their cry, 
from other motives. But there is danger; and unless the Churches 
are roused to a sense of it, they will make no such exertions as the 
occasion demands. The Lord Jesus said, (Matt. 7. 15,) “‘ Beware 
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of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves.” (Matt. 24.4,) “ Take heed that 
no man deceive you.” (Mark, 13. 22, 23, 33, 37,) “For false 
Christs, and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and 
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect. But take 
ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things. ‘Take ye heed, 
wateh and pray; for ye know not when the time is. And what I 
say unto you, I say uuioall, watch.” ‘To the elders of Ephesus, 
Paul said, (Acts, 20.2&—31,) ‘“* Take heed therefore unto yourselves 
and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with 
his own blood. For I know this, that after my departure shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of 
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them. ‘Therefore watch.” And Peter says, 
(II. 3. 17,) “ Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things 
before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.’ If such cautions were 
necessary in the apostolic age, if such dangers beset the Churches 
then, what must there be now? And what hope can there be, of 
those who fold their hands to sleep, and refuse to see their danger ? 

2. The Bible must be read and believed. Less confidence must 
be placed in the opinions of men, and more confidence in the word 
of God. What the Bible teaches must be ascertained by careful 
examination. Every man must perform the duty of searching the 
scriptures. What they teach must be received as true, and embra- 
ced as right. ‘The Bible must be made the test of truth and duty; 
and all its decisions must be submitted to, with implicit confidence. 
If the Bible is not made our guide, we have no guide that can be 
safely followed. If we set up reason, or conscience, or feeling, or 
custom, or the opinions of others, as superior to the word of God, 
we shall wander from the right way, and be lost in the mazes of 
error. 

3. The rising generation must be instructed. They are-likely 
to see perilous times. A tremendous conflict is at hand. And 
when we are laid in the grave, where and what will our children 
be? The voice of inspiration has said, ‘‘ Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” And therefore it is said to parents, (Deut. 6. 6—9,) “ And these 
words which I command thee this day, shall be in thy heart ; and 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And 
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the 
posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” But to him that neglects 
this duty, it is said, (Hosea, 4. 6,) ‘ My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I also 
will reject thee. Seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, 
I also will forget thy children.’’ If children are not faithfully in- 
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structed in the truths of the gospel, they will embrace the errors 
that prevail, and be led on to destruction. And if ever there was 
a time when this was needed, the present is such a time. 

4, Children must be restrained from wicked company and wick- 
ed practices. Children are educated by the company they keep, by 
the cenversation they hear, and by the practices they witness. The 
Bible has said, ‘‘ He that waiketh with wise men shall be wise: but 
a companion of fools shall be destroyed.” They cannot safely listen 
to the seductive and fascinating voice of error. And hence the 
Bible forbids it. (Pr. 19. 27,) ‘* Cease, my son, to hear the instruc- 
tion that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.” Even con- 
firmed Christians have a similar direction. (Rom. 16. 17,) “I 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offen- 
ces, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid 
them.” It forbids us to give any countenance to the advocates of 
error, and expresses the greatest abhorrence of their wickedness. 
(II John, 9—11,) ‘‘Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the dootrine 
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth 
him God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds.” (Gal. 1.8, 9,) 
“Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say 1 now again, if any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed.” So dangerous is the contact of error, so sinful it is to 
give it countenance, and in such abhorrence of it ought children to 
be trained, if we would save them from destruction. 

5. Young people must be taught subordination. They must be 
trained up to regard the fifth commandment, according to its true 
spirit and meaning. God hassaid, (Lev. 19.32,) ‘ Thou shalt rise 
up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man.” 
Youth without study or experience must not assume the prerogative 
of censors over learning and age and wisdom. Novices must not 
be put forward to instruct others. They must first learn in meck- 
ness, and in subjection, before they attempt to teach. The scrip- 
tures pronounce a woe to tat land whose king is a child, and 
where babes bear rule. And it is one of the tokens of a disordered 
and calamitous state of things, when ‘the child shall behave him- 
self proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honora- 
ble.” (Is. 3.5.) There is a respect due to age and station, even 
when in the wrong. ‘The apostle directed ‘Timothy, “ Rebuke not 
an elder, but entreat him as a father.” A self confident, bold, and 
headstrong spirit, isone of the characteristics of the last times; and 
the young must be guarded against it, if they are to be guarded 
from ruin. : 

6. The churches must take care to have the doctrines of the 
gospel faithfully preached. I say the Ciurches must take care of 
this; for it depends upon them what shall be preached. They 
choose their own pastors; and they can have such as they choose. 

35 
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If they choose to have such as will faithfully preach the truth, they 
can have them. If they choose to have such as will not do this, 
they can have them. If those who are out of the Church do not 
choose to have the truth preached to them, that is no sufficient rea- 
son why the Church should do without it. The Church has been 
too much accustomed to lean upon the world in this matter. And 
it is not to be expected that the Church will be permitted to choose 
the minister, unless the Church is willing to support the minister. 
When the Church shall be willing to do this, and to make as great 
sacrifices as have been made in other ages, there will be no such 
disposition to plead inability, as we often witness. In the days of 
the Apostles, at the period of the Reformation, and in seasons of 
persecution, Christians have been willing to make sacrifices to enjoy 
the faithful preaching of the truth. And none need be without it 
now, if they were only willing to make the same sacrifices. Indeed, 
sacrifices far less, would, in most cases, secure it. But we must be 
willing to make any sacrifices. All we are worth, and even life it- 
self, is to be given up, rather than the truth. If the members of 
the Churches felt so, they could have the truth dispensed to them- 
selves and their families, in its purity anc fulness. And they must 
feel so, if they would preserve their children from being carried 
away with the current of error to perdition. There is an astonish- 
ing apathy on this subject, among those who profess to believe the 
truth. They suffer themselves to be borne down with the popular 
cry against doctrinal preaching, which is raised by the advocates of 
error that they may the more securely introduce their own mischie- 
vous tenets. And when the truth retires, error never fails to take 
possession of the ground, and entrench itself strongly. And this is 
the way in which every corruption has been introduced into the 
Church. The truth has been gradually withdrawn, and its influence 
has become less and less, till error has triumphed. And the friends 
of truth are responsible for giving up the ground. 

7. The doors of the Church must be guarded. None must be 
permitted to enter, but such as give evidence of being sound in the 
faith. Letters of recommendation from other Churches are not al- 
ways evidence of this. And it is an apostolic requirement that 
every man should be always ready to give a reason of the hope that 
is in him,.with meekness and fear. An honest man should be wil- 
ling to be examined, and choose to be thoroughly searched. Chris- 
tian fellowship cannot go beyond known agreement in the truth; 
and thisis best ascertained by personal acquaintance. Noue should 
be received suddenly, without giving time for their principles to be 
known. Since our Savior says, “the tree is known by his fruit,” 
there must be time for the fruit to appear, before, it can be safe to 
conclude the tree is good. 

8. The discipline of the Church must be faithfully administered. 
It is the object of discipline to reclaim the offender; and if that 
cannot be done, to w'pe off the reproach of his sin fromthe Church 
and the cause. It is topurge out the old leaven, lest by retaining 
it the whole lump should be leavened. Unsound professors corrupt 
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the Church, and hasten the decline of relizgion, much more than if 
they were not inthe Church. And as the utmost care may not 
prevent their entering the Church, it is of the highest importance 
that the appointed means should be used to secure the Church from 
their bad influence, whenever that influence appears. And we are 
not more explicitly directed to put away from among us those who 
are immoral, than we are those who are unsound in the faith. The 
direction is, ‘ An heretic after the first and second admonition re- 
ject, knowing that he that is such is subverted and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself.” ‘This direction must be obeyed. 

9. ‘The members of the Church must make themselves better 
acquainted with the doctrines they profess, and the grounds of their 
belief. It isa reproach to the truth that the advocates of error 
should be better acquainted with their doctrines, and be more famil- 
iar with the arguments by which they are supported, than the friends 
of truth are with theirs. If Christians would stand fast in the faith, 
they must know their ground, and be prepared to defend it. If 
they would be able to stand against those who lie in wait to deceive, 
they must not be like those who need to be again taught the first 
principles of the oracles of God, but like those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. It 
is not an unintelligent assent to the doctrines of the gospel, which 
is required of us. Nor is such an assent one that will stand in the 
day of trial. What is assented to without reason, will be denied 
without reason, when the hour of temptation shall come. And what 
study can be more worthy the attention of Christians than the study 
of divine truth? ‘ 

10. The friends of truth must be careful of their example. 
Their walk and conversation ought to be such as to adorn their 
profession. In those who hold lax sentiments, a laxness of practice 
vill be tolerated; but those who profess a rigid adherence to truth 
must not expect any indulgence. And if the least defect can be 
found, either in their temper or practice, it will be charged to the 
sentiments they embrace. If there is any selfishness in their con- 
duct, any disposition to grasp all that they legally can, any want of 
meekness or gentleness or kindness in their temper, any want of 
consistency or uniformity in their practice, it is immediately set 
down as the genuine effect of the odious sentiments they embrace. 

» And the truth is reproached, and loaded with contempt, because its 
professors fail to give it its proper influence over them. That there 
should be any occasion for such reproach is greatly to be lamented. 

11. The friends of truth must make suitable effotts for its pro- 
pagation. The truth will not propagate itself. It has too many 
obstacles to encounter, from the native temper of the human heart, 
and from the remaining imperfection of Christians. It will not 
maintain its ground without effort. And who can be expected to 
make efforts for the maintenance and spread of the truth, but those 
who perceive its excellence, and feel its power? And if the cause 
of truth is declining, if its friends have become few and feeble, it is 
doubtless for the want of suitable efforts to stay the downward tide 
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of error and depravity. Every where else we see organization and 
effort. And every where organization and effort are producing an 
effect. Concentrated action is powerful action. A few individuals, 
who warmly espouse a good cause, and make vigorous and united 
efforts for its promotion, do not fail to accomplish something. And 
why should not the friends of truth be making equal efforts with 
others? Is the truth to be abandoned? Is no effort to be made for 
its maintenance? Is the cause to be given up without a struggle ? 
Do you ask, what can be done? It is, indeed, a serious question, 
and one which demands, from every Christian, an intelligent and 
serious answer. I also ask what can be done? And to furnish as- 
sistance in answering this question, let us ask, what necds to be 
done? Somethings are obvious. Men need to have their attention 
called to the truth. They need to have it explained and proved to 
their understanding, and pressed upon their conscience. They need 
to be awakened to its importance, and to the danger of losing its 
good influence from among them. For this purpose, Bibles need 
to be circulated, and books and tracts of a discriminating character 
need to be furnished and read. Periodicals which explain and de- 
fend the truth need to be sustained. Young men need to be edu- 
cated for the ministry, in such a way as to secure their being prop- 
erly instructed in the truth, and prepared to defend it. And 
missionaries need to be sent forth, who shall be able to teach the 
ignorant, to reclaim the erroneous, and to stop the mouths of gain- 
sayers. All this needs to be done: and all this can be done, to 
come extent, if not to the extent which might seem desirable. If 
the friends of truth had united for this purpose years ago, no doubt 
much might have been done. 

If the funds which the friends of truth have given for the support 
of lax seutiments, had been saved, and employed in supporting the 
truth, the Churches wonld not bave been in their present condition. 
If Christians had remembered that nothing they have is their own, 
that every thing belongs to Christ, and that it is only entrusted to 
them as his stewards to employ in his service; if they had remem- 
bered that they have no right to take Christ’s property and give it 
for the support of his enemies; if they had been careful to avoid 
the sin of employing Christ’s property in opposing his cause, and 
had united their energies in support of the truth, something would 
have been done. It is true, indeed, that some efforts have been 
made. But they have failed of accomplishing what was desired and 
expected. There has not been sufficient union, or zeal, or watch- 
fulness. The friends of truth must learn wisdom from experience, 
and instead of abandoning the cause in despair, they should be 
roused to more vigorous exertion. ‘“ Blessed is he that watcheth, 
and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his 
shame.” 

I only add, 12. That the friends of truth should accompany. all 
their efforts with fervent prayer to God to make themeffectual. He 
can give success, and he only can give it. Paul may plant and 
Apollos water in vain, unless God give the increase. But he will 
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give the increase. He has not said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye 
me in vain. Nor has he called them to la>or in vain, and to spend 
their strength for nought. His word shall not return unto him void, 
but it shall accomplish that which he pleases, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereunto he hath sent it. Let us take heed, then, 
and watch. And let us pray God to direct and bless the efforts of 
his people, and to grant us a little reviving in these days of dark- 
ness. His Church must live, even to the time of the end. And it 
raust live, in the use of those means which God has appointed. 

Let me then call upon every Christian, in the language of the apos- 
tle, “ Awake thon that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light.” 





CIRCULAR. 


To the Churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Dear Bretruren,—We address you by direction of the Ecclesiastical 
Board of Trustees for the Propagation of the Gospel. It is their desire to 
make you acquainted with the objects for which they are associated, to invite 
your co-operation in promoting those objects, and also to elicit such informa- 
tion as may facilitate their operations. 

In August last, the following proposition, signed by tweney one Ministers 
and Laymen, was issued to nearly Two HUNDRED CHURCHES AND INDIVIDUALS, 
in different states, inviting their attendance in convention at the time and 
place specified. 


PROPOSITION AND CONSTITUTION. [See last No. Tel.] 


Pursuant to this invitation a respectable number of Churches, by 
their Pastors and Delegates, convened in Providence, R. I. on the 
29th of September last, and proceeded to organize the Board, by 
subscribing the Constitution and Articles of Faith, and making 
choice of the following officers : 

WILLIAM R. WEEKS. Newark, N. J. Prestpenr. 

OTIS THOMPSON, Rehoboth, Mass. Vice-Presipenr. 
OTIS THOMPSON, 

WILLIAM R. WEEKS, 

ELLISON CONGER, Newark, N. J. Prudential 
MOSES THACHER, North Wrentham, Mass. 

CHARLES SIMMONS, Hebronviile, Mass. Committee. 
DANIEL THOMAS, Abington, Mass. 

ISAAC C. WINANS, Newark, N. J. } 

ISAAC C. WINANS, Recording Secretary. 

MOSES THACHER, Corresponding Secretary. 

JOHN A. PAINE, Newark, N. J. Treasurer. 

AARON WARD, do. Auditor. 

The following abstract from the minutes, will give a view of the 
present attitude of the Board, and enable you to judge of their pros- 
pects of usefulness. 





804 CIRCULAR. _ [Oect.- 








“Voted, that a sermon be preached this evening, in connection 
with the business of of this Convention, and that the President be 
requested to perform that service.” 

Three proposed amendments to the Constitution were submitted, 
to be acted on at the next meeting; one providing “ that any in- 
dividual, though not belonging to’a church represented in this 
Board, may yet become an honorary member of it, with liberty to 
sit and debate, on subscribing our Confession of Faith and contrib- 
uting not less than five dollars a year ;”—One, “ that where a church 
shall not chvose to co-operate with this Board, a minority of such 
church, who shall associate for the purpose, not less than three in 
number, shall be allowed to send delegates on the same terms as 
the churches. Also, that where an individual member of a church 
cannot find that number of associates, he may be allowed to attend 
as if he were a delegate, on the payment of twenty dollars annu- 
ally ;’—And one, “ to allow the annual meetings to be appointed 
at other places than the city of New-York.” 

** Voted, that the annual meeting of this Board, be holden on the 
second Thursday in May, at eight o’clock, A. M. 

** Voted, to choose by ballot a first and second preacher, for the 
next anniversary ; and Otis Thompson and Moses Thacher, were 
accordingly chosen. 

“* Voted, to adjourn for the purpose of attending public worship, 
and to meet again to-morrow morning at eight o’clock. 

** At seven o’clock in the evening, the Board convened for pub- 
lic worship; when Dr. Weeks preached from Rev. 16. 12—15. 

“ Sept. 30, eight o’clock, A. M. Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by the President. 

* Voted, that the Prudential Committee be directed to prepere 
and publish a Circular, giving information to the friends of truth, of 
the doings of this Board, and inviting their co-operation.” 

It was also voted, ‘‘that a subscription be opened to promote the ob- 
jects of the Board for the present year,’ which was done according- 
ly ; and a sufficient sum was subscribed and pledged by the dele- 
gates present, to warrant the Board in commencing operations, as 
soon as the Prudential Committee can make the necessary arrange- 
ments. ' 

It will be perceived, that the Board have in view three distinct 
objects; EDUCATION, Miss1oNs, and the circulation of Books and 
tracts. The first of these, they consider, at present, to be of pri- 
mary importance. In order to have suitable missionaries, there 
must be suitable ministers. It is therefore the desire of the Board 
to assist in preparing for the ministry a class of men who shall be 
deeply imbued with the spirit of primitive christianity, who will be 
disposed to practice self-denial for Christ’s sake, who will have firm- 
ness to stand against the current of popular favor, or the storm of 
public obloquy, and who will be governed by the principles of the 
Gospel, rather than by the maxims of worldly men, and the doctrine 
of expediency. That there are such ministers now on the stage, 
we would not intimate a doubt; but that the number is sufficient to 
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meet the exigencies of the church, and supply the wants of the 
destitute, will not be pretended by any. 

The following are some of the qualifications which the Board 
deem of the first importance in a candidate for charitable aid, with 
a view to the ministry. 

1. He must be a man of solid piety; not of the ostentatious or 
boastful kind, but meek, modest, and retiring; not superficial and 
fitful, but deep, consistent and uniform, leading to a lile of sobriety, 
watchfulness, and prayer. 

2. He must possess talents, not showy and adapted to attract the 
admiration of the unthinking; but such as to render the acguisi- 
tion of knowledge easy, and when united with habits of patient and 
persevering application, to render their possessor an able minister 
of the New Testament, capable of feeding the Church of God, and 
instructing sinners in the way of life. 

3. He must have a disinterested zeal ; a disposition to labor and 
suffer for the honor of God, and the good of the church; a disposi- 
tion to possess his soul in patience in the midst of difficulties and 
trials, aud not to be seduced or driven from .the path of duty; a dis- 
position to seek after usefulness, rather than popularity. 

4. He must be provident, but not covetous; disposed to guard 
against the contracting of debts, and to be honest and punctual in 
the fulfillment of all pecuniary engagements. 

5. He must be decent and plain in his appearance, and avoid the 
extremes of meanness and extravagance in his dress. 

6. He must give evidence of real indigence ; and must manifest a 
disposition, by industry and strict christian economy, to pursue his 
studies with the least practicable aid from the funds of the Board. 

7. He must be sound in the faith. Not that the Board will ex- 
pect him, in order to his reception as a beneficiary, to be thorough- 
ly_versed in systematic theology; but he must understand “ which 
be the first principles of the oracles of God,” must not be “ carried 
about with every wind of doctrine,” and must be so far settled in 
his principles as to be prepared to subscribe the Articles of Faith, 
embraced in our Constitution. 

8. He must express his serious determination to devote his life to 
the work of the ministry, if God in his Providence shall give him 
opportunity; and make all his labors and studies tend directly to his 
preparation for that work with the least practicable delay. 

Having thus expressed our views of what is requisite in a bene- 
ficiary, it will not be necessary to say much in relation to Mission- 
aries. They will not be expected to fall below beneficiaries in 
their character and qualifications. The Board will look for those 
men who will not only comply with the letter of the Constitution, but 
with its spirit also; men who are devout, godly, honest; who ‘ will 
keep themselves pure from the blood of all men, by not shunning 
to declare unto them all the counsel of God.’ 

It is intended that the books and tracts circulated by the Board, 
shall harmonize in character with their general system cf education 
and missionary operations. 
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With this system in view, we can appeal with confidence to the 
friends of truth to judge of the feasibility and importance of the 
plan, and invite them to co-operate in the great work. ‘That some- 
thing of the kind was needed, has long been the opinion of many. The 
subject of it has, by various christians, especially of the Laity, been 
matter of contemplation, prayer and conversation for years. And 
if the plan prop»sed is founded in correct principles, and is adapted 
to advance the kingdom of Christ, we trust our christian friends will 
be ready to give us their aid in its promotion. 

The propagation of the Gospel must be an object of the greatest 
importance with all those who believe the Gospel. It will not pro- 
pagate itself. It has too many obstacles to encounter, from the na- 
tive temper of the human heart, and from the remaining imperfec- 
tion of christians. It will not maintain its ground without effort. 
And its friends must unite their efforts, if they would give them the 
greatest efficiency. Concentrated action is powerful action. A few in- 
dividuals who warmly espouse a good cause, and make vigorous 
and united efforts for its promotion, do not fail to accomplish some- 
thing. And why should not the friends of truth be making equal 
efforts with others? Are we prepared to say that the cause of truth 
should be abandoned? Must aii the ground be yielded to the do- 
minion of error? Does it become the friends of truth to sit idle, 
while the friends of all other systems are making vigorous and suc- 
cessful efforts? Can we excuse ourselves to God and our own con- 
sciencies, if we fail to make every exertion in our power? We be- 
lieve the knowledge of the truth to be requisite in order to the belief 
of the truth. And we consider the belief of the truth to be the ap- 
pointed means of salvation. God has appointed the preaching of 
the Gospel, as the principal means of making the truth known.— 
And it is written, “‘ How shall they hear without a preacher? and 
how shall they preach except they be sent? In these days of abound- 
ing error and iniquity, great sacrifices often need to be made, in order 
to enjoy the Gospel. But the Gospel is worthy of every sacrifice which 
can be made. All we have, and even life itself, are to be given up, 
rather than the truth. So judged the apostles and saints of old ;— 
and so judged our pilgrim fathers, in the days of their persecution 
and exile. We ought to possess the same spirit, and be as ready to 
suffer for the Gospel’s sake. It 1s also our duty to care for others. 
Miny of our brethren are so situated, in the Providence of God, that 
they cannot maintain the institutions of religion without assistance. 
The benevolent temper of the Gospel will lead us to bear each oth- 
er’s burdens, and sympathize in each other’s sufferings. Churches 
that are able must assist those that are weak. Individuals to whom 
God has given the means, must give largely tosend the Gospel to the 
destitute. God says to ministers, “Chorge them that are rich in 
this world that they be not high minded, nor trust in uncertain rich- 
es, but in the living God, which giveth as richly all things to enjoy; 
that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distri- 
bute, willing | to communicate ; laying up im store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come.” The command to give 
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is accompanied by a promise: ‘‘ Honor the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the first fruits ofall thine increase ; so shall thy barns be fill- 
ed with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”— 
The reward is to be in proportion to what is done: ‘‘ But this I say, 
he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly ; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Give and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure pressed down, and shaken together, 
and running over, shall men give into your bosom.” It is by with- 
holding, and not by giving, that men make themselves poor: “ There 
is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withhold- 
eth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 

We ought also, to consider that we are not our own, nor is any 
thing that we have our own. It all belongs to Christ. We are his 
stewards, and what we have is committed to us to employ in his 
service. And “it is required in stewards that a man be found faith- 
ful.’’ It is criminal to withold from the service of Christ that which 
he has entrusted to us for promoting his cause. And it must be 
more criminal still, for us to employ Christ's property in opposing 
his cause, and promoting the cause of his enemies. Ilow can we 
act the part of faithful stewards to our Masters, if we contribute of 
his substance for the support of error or refuse to contribute it for 
the support of the truth? We have not done our duty in this matter. 
We have withheld our Master’s goods from his service, to lavish them 
upon ourselves and upon our children; or feeling it to be a duty to 
give for benevolent objects, we have not made sufficient inquiry in- 
to the nature ofthe objects for which we have given, and have con- 
tributed to the support of error and sin what ought to have been 
given for the support of truth andrighteousness. It is believed 
that, if the funds which the friends of truth have given for the sup- 
port of lax sentiments, had been saved, and employed in supporting 
the truth, there would have been an important difference now per- 
ceivable in the extent to which the truth would have been maintain- 
ed. It is doubtless true that the friends of sound doctrine have not 
intended to support error, and contribute funds for its propagation. 
But it has been too often found that the funds which had been intend- 
ed to support the truth, have fallen under the control of its enemies, 
and have been used to oppose it. ‘To guard as far as possible against 
all such perversions, our Constitution, as you perceive, forbids the 
establishment of any permanent fund, and requires all contributions 
to be expended in promoting the sentiments it sets forth. If you 
believe those sentiments to be true, we trust you will feel that there . 
is a pressing call upon you to doall you can to maintain them. If 
they constitute that Gospel which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion, can we do too much for their propagation? And if we refuse 
to do what we can, may not God justly punish us, as he has others, 
by sending upon us a famine of hearing the words of the Lord?— 
And when we are no longer fed with the bread of Heaven, must 
not the spiritual life that is in us languish and decline? And when 
our children shall no longer hear the Gospel, what shall save their 
souls from destruction? And how shall we clear ourselves from their 
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blood, if the loss of their souls has happened through‘our neglect? 
Let us, then, awake to the importance of the subject; and whatso- 
ever our hand findeth to do, let us do it with our might. And let 
us mingle our earnest prayers to God that he would direct and bless 
the efforts of his people for the advancement of his cause. 

We conclude by requesting all to whom this circular may be sent, 
to forward to the Corresponding Secretary any information they may 
possess which will answer any of the following questions : 

1. Do you know of any young man, of the character above described, who 
would desire to avail himself of the assistance of this Board in obtaining an 
education for the Ministry ? 

2. Do you know of any minister, of similar character, who would be wil- 
ling to labor as a missionary ? 

3. Are there any destitute places in your region where a missionary of 
such character could labor to advantage, and with a prospect of usefulness ? 

4. Are there any means in your neighborhood for increasing the funds of 
the Board; or any churches or individuals who may be induced to co-ope- 
rate in the advancement of its objects ? 

October, 1835. By order of the Prudential Committee, 

MOSES THACHER, Corresponding Secretary. 


{<> Donations will be received by any member of the Board, and forward- 
ed to the Treasurer. 

7 Delegates to the annual meeting may inquire for the place, at the 
Reading Room, No. 148, Nassau street. 














For the New-England Telegraph. 


Mr. Tuacner,—On the last sabbath in July, Mr. A. T. Hopkins, late of 
Utica, preached three controversial sermons before Mr. Phinney’s Congrega- 
tion in Pawtucket, in which he made an attack upon divine efficiency in 
causing regeneration, and upon my Thanksgiving Sermon which you pub- 
lished in the Telegraph of 7th Jan. last, some parts of which he read and 
attempted to refute. A clerical friend of mine advised me of it on the fol- 
lowing Monday, and that a few notes were taken of the sermons,’which I 
could have. Soon after, i called on Mr. H. and requested him tolend me, 
or to read me his three sermons, that I might learn the nature of his objec- 

‘tions, intimating to him that I would confess that I was heretical, if I could 
not answer them; but he expressly declined, alledging as his reasons, 1. 
That he wished not to be drawn into acontroversy with me—2. That he was 
satisfied that my errors lay in my heart rather than my head—and 3. That 
his sermons were partly extemporaneous. In presence of Mr. H. I appealed 
to a physician who came in, whether he did not think it would be kind, and 
courteous, if not an act of justice for Mr. H. to grant my request, since he 
commenced the attack upon me so publicly, and in my neighborhood; but he 
still declined, and only handed me three or four objections against divine 
efficiency by Dr. Beecher, that had just arrived in the New-York Observer, 
which he desired me to answer. Having been denied access to his objec- 
tions against my sermon, I obtained the few notes that were taken, and pre- 
pared three Lectures, in which I attempted an answer to the ivbale of 
Mr. H., Dr. B., and some others that were handed me. As but few of those 
whe heard Mr. Hopkins's sermons were present to hear my Lectures, and be- 
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ing desirous to provoke Mr. H. to love and good works in defending “‘ the 
faith once delivered to the saints,” I have prepared and now send you an ab- 
stract of my three Lectures, in several numbers, under the following title, 
which I would thank you to publish. The objections are not all in the or- 
der in which they were in the Lectures, much of which I have omitted, and 
some things are added. C. SIMMONS. 


THE SCHEME OF MORAL SUASION EXAMINED. 
No: 1. 


I have chosen the above appellation to designate a scheme of re- 
ligion, sometimes called “ ‘Taylorism;” and sometimes “ New divin- 
ity,” which has already occasioned much controversy. ‘The advo- 
cates of this scheme deny that creative power is exercised in caus- 
ing regeneration and sanctification, and ascribe their causation to 
moral suasion. It is my design in these numbers to show that this 
scheme is unscriptural, absurd and dangerous. In doing this, I do 
not intend to quarrel with these men for asserting and defending 
the truths which they hold, for opposing the errors and immoralities 
which they resist, nor for any of the good they have done, but only 
tocontend against their errors and delusions. 

All false schemes of religion or morals, embrace more or less 
truths and duties, and the more they embrace the more plausible 
they appear. Accordingly, the scheme of moral suasion, which is 
one of the most plausible forms of false religion, embraces many 
important truths and duties, though they do not appear in their 
true and perfect light when connected with a false scheme. Among 
others, it asserts that sinners, though entirely depraved, are able and 
bound immediately to obey the divine precepts,—‘‘ My son, give me 
thy heart”—and “‘ Make you-anew heart and a new spirit,’’— and of 
consequence, that they are active inthe change. It also asserts that 
the means of grace and moral power are used and employed in caus- 
ing regeneration and sanctfication. Some of the proof texts which 
are quoted by the advocates of this scheme to enforce the truths 
they teach, are these: “I thought on my ways, and turned my feet 
unto thy testimonies.” ‘‘ Ye have purified your souls in obeying 
the truth.” ‘* Awake thou that sleepest, arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.’”” ‘Repent and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out.” “Make you a new heart anda new 
spirit.” 

Most cordially do I agree with these men in asserting that moral 
power, the means of grace, and instrumental causes are exerted and 
employed in causing regeneration and sanctification. This is an 
unquestionable truth, for we read, “‘ They that turn many to right- 
eousness shall shine as the stars forever and ever.” ‘I have begot- 
ten you through the gospel.” ‘He that converteth a sinner from 
the error of his ways shall save a soul from death, and hide a multi- 
tude of sins.” ‘“ He that winneth souls is wise.” “ The law of 
the Lord is perfect converting the soul.” ‘‘Is not my word like a 
fire? saith the Lord, and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
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pieces?” ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” “ Being 
horn, not o° corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God.” “Of his own will begat hé us with the word of truth.” 

Should any ask, why are the means of grace used, instrumental 
causes employed, and moral power exerted, in causing regeneration 
and sanctification? I answer, 

1. Because we cannot conceive it possible for God to cause holy 
volitions, affections and desires in the minds of his creatures, un- 
less the proper objects or motives of choice, affection aud desire are 
before them. For God to persuade, entreat, warn, and excite us to 
holiness by moral influence, is perfectly consistent with his holy 
character, and we cannot conceive that he can cause the various 
christian graces, without placing before the mind, the proper objects 
upon which they terminate. 

2. The Holy Spirit uses the word of God, as his sword in mak- 
ing his moral conquests, because the word of ,God is peculiarly 
adapted to awaken, convince and convert sinners, and to sanctify 
saints. ‘* What is the chaffto the wheat? saith the Lord.” 

“The word of the Lord is quick and powerful, sharper than any 
two edged sword—and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.” The pure word of God, without any explaining away, 
and when not handled deceitfully, is wonderfully adapted to awaken 
the slumbering conscience, to convince of sin, and to lead and move 
to holy repentance and obedience. 

3. The divine Spirit uses the pure word of God in causing regen- 
eration and sanctification, because it contains all those truths which 
are the ground of the various christian graces. All the duties of the 
gospel result from divinetruths. All the christian graces, have their 
foundation in the various divine truths, contained in the word of 
God. It is in viewing, these, that the christian graces arise. The 
true love of God, arises in view of the true knowledge of God, and 
so of all other christian graces. 

Moreover, I am not disposed to quarrel with these men for the 
degree of their zeal, even if they should compass sea and land to 
make proselytes, though I fear their preaching and measures have 
a tendency zealously to affect others but not well. A high degree 
of true zeal is inconceivably important. Nor will I contend with 
any of them for being abolitionists, temperance men, or moral 
reformers in any respect. Still I am completely satisfied that the 
scheme of moral suasion is unscriptural, false and dangerous, not- 
withstanding the truths and duties it embraces; {(~ because it denies 
that the creative or efficient power of God is exerted in causing 
regeneration, sanctification, and human volitions. £}} 

There may be said to be three kinds of power exerted in the 
universe, physical power, moral power, and creative power. The 
first or physical power, is exerted by one physical object or existence 
upon another. The power of steam is physical power, and so js 
water-power which moves machinery. The power of sinews and 
muscles which wields the sword, and guides and draws the plough, 
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is physical power. ‘This power is never exerted by a pure spirit, 
which would be absurd. ‘The phrase, “‘ physical omnipotence,” 
used by some late writers is therefore perfectly absurd. This kind 
of power has no tendency to move or turn the mind, and therefore 
it is never exerted in causing regeneration, sanctification or any 
human volitions. j 

Moral power, or moral suasion is peculiar to rational beings, and 
is exerted and employed by both God and man in moving the minds 
of others. It consists in the power of laws, of motives, and whatever 
is adapted to influence the minds of rational creatures. God has 
given us laws, instructions, promises, threatenings, warnings, and 
expostulations by his word and providence, which are adapted to 
move the mind to act in one way, rather than in another, and by 
these he exerts a high degree of moral power over mind, to move it 
to specific action. ‘Ihe power of conscience is of the same nature, 
and may be called moral power. ‘The power of human euntreaty, 
persuasion, promise, threatentng, reward, punishment, and motive of 
whatever kind that éperates upon mind, is moral power, and we are 
every day using and exerting this kind of power over each other. 
Heaven and hell, in connection with the divine promises and threat- 
enings, constitute the highest degree of this kind of power. 

Creative power is a kind of power possessed and exerted by God 
alone, and is peculiar to the First Cause. This power is exerted in 
the creation and preservation of both matter and mind. In some 
respects, this power answers the description of a poet, whatever he 
might have intended by it, since it 


‘¢ Lives through all life, extends thro’ all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent ; 

Breaths in our soul, informs our mortal part, 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart ; 

To him, no high, no low, no great, no small, 
He fills, he bounds, connects, and eqnals all.” 


Nothing can be more sublime than the creative power of God, 
since it bounds, pervades, supports changes, and causes every thing. 
Both physical and moral power are completely dependent upon crea- 
tive power for their effects, This power constitutes the efficient 
government of God, exerted in working all things after the counsel 
of his own will, and in accomplishing his universal purposes.— 
The exertion of this power consists in the various volitions of the 
divine will, which cause all events and changes, which created the 
material and intellectual world, and which are the first cause and 
constant support of all things. Every system of philosophy or divinity 
which rejects this kind of power in respect to its nature and true extent 
is lame and blind, and may be compared to a body without a soul. 
It is the admission of this key stone in the temple of theological, 
science that -has constituted Dr. Emmons the prince of moral 
philosophers and divines and will give his works a deathless immor- 
tality when those who have rejected this ‘‘ key of knowledge” shall 
be forgotten. 
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There is no other kind of power in the universe which is like it, 
and we perceive its existence only by its effects, in the same way 
as we perceive the divine existence, that is, by our common sense 
of cause and effect. I conclude that uo candid person will deny 
that God possesses creative power, which no creature does possess 
or ever exercise, and which is therefore perfectly unlike any other 
kind of power that exists. The Bible abounds with exhibitions of this 
kind of power, though in preserving and governing mind, it is almost 
universally overlooked. a person who denies this kind of power is on 
the ground of Deism and skepticism, for he must deny his Bible 
and his own common sense of cause and effect. 

I agree with the advocates of moral suasion that physical power 
is not exercised and that moral power ts exerted and employed in 
causing regeneration and sanctification. The great and decisive 
question therefore is this: Does God always exert creative power 
in causing regeneration, sanctification, and human volitions? It is 
easy to demonstrate that he does, by both scripture and reason. 
Says an apostle to the saints at Ephesus, ‘‘ Weare his workmanship, 
created im Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk inthem.” The prayer of the Psalmist 
isequally explicit. ‘‘ Create within me a clean heart, and renew a 
right spirit within me.” I have already observed that the exercises 
of creative power consist in the volitious of the divine will, and we 
read, “‘Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth.” 
Creation arose at first by a volition of the divine will, for we read, 
** And God said let there be light, and there was ight.  ~ ie 
spake and it was done, he commanded and it stood fast.” “ By the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the host of them 
by tie breath of his mouth.’” These passages convey the idea of a 
divine choice, will, or volition to create, and that creation arose obse- 
quious to this choice. Alluding to this work of creation, an apostle 
says, * For God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of his 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ.’ The agency of the Spirit in 
sanctification is also called, ‘‘ The exceeding greatness of his power 
to us ward who believe, according to the “working of his mighty 
power which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead.” This of consequence must have been creative power, since 
neither physical nor moral power has any tendency to raise the 
dead. Says an apostle to the saints at Phillippi, “‘ Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” The following 
passages also express creative power. “A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you,—and cause you to 
walk in my statutes.” “ By grace are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourrelves, it is the gift of God.” 

A still more irrefragable argument against the system of moral 
suasion lies in those passages which place the divine agency in 
regeneration in contrast with means and moral suasion. ‘“ Sothen, 
neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, but 
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God who giveth the increase.” ‘* Who were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.’’ ‘“ Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.’ ‘ For who maketh thee to 
differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive ?”” 
** So then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of hin that runneth, but 
of God that showeth mercy.” Though second and instrumental 
causes are used in effecting regeneration, these passages show that 
the divine agency is the sole first, or «ficient cause of regeneration; 
otherwise, it is impossible to -see how they can be true in their 
obvious sense. 

It is also the nature of moral power to be uncertain and contin- 
gent in producing its eflects, and those who have represented it 
otherwise, have confounded it with creative power, and made it liable 
to all those objections, to avoid which they have denied creative 
power in regeneration. Hence, all those passages which show that 
regeneration takes place exactly agreeable to the will and purposes 
of God, afford good evidence that it is effected by his creative power. 
God said to Moses, * I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” Agreeably to 
this, our Savior said, ‘ As the Father raiseth up the dead; and 
quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.’”” We 
also read, ‘‘ And as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.” 

All those passages which express the universal agency of God in 
turning and governing the heart, in forming the moral character of 
his creatures, and in accomplishing all his universal purposes, also 
express his creative power, in causing human volitions. 

That regeneration is an effect of creative power is also evident 
from the figures used in the scriptures to represent it. Christ 
compared the work of the Spirit in regeneration to the wind, which 
** bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: So is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.’ This figure represents an operation 
of creative power, and not of moral power. The regenerating and 
sanctifying influences of the Spirit are also compared to showers of 
rain, which are now and then poured upon the earth to replenish it, 
but this figure represents the sovereign, creative power of God, and 
not his moral power which is more uniform in its intiuence to 
promote sanctification. ‘The advocates of moral suasion often quote 
the text, “‘ What more could I have done for my vineyard,” and 
apply it to the moral power, and moral government of God; 
and indeed it appears to be a favorite hypothesis with them, 
that God constantly exerts al] the moral power he can to convert all 
mankind, without raining their free agency. Hence it would seem 
that they cannot but see that these figures respecting the wind and 
rain cannot apply to such regular influence, and must therefore be 
intended to represent the sovereign and creative power of God. 

Such explicit, unequivocal, and abundant scriptural evidence 
have we that the creative power of God is always exerted in regen- 
eration and sanctification. It is difficult to conceive more complete 
evidence from the divine testimony on any point, than we have on 
this. 
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If we now turn from scripture to reason and common sense, the 
obvious sense of the passages 1 have quoted will be abundantly 
confirmed. We cannot conceive of the taking place of regeneration, 
of the various christian graces in sanctification, or of any human 
volitions, without an exercise of the creative power of God as their 
cause. Mere moral suasion is not sufficient to account for these 
effects. Moral power or moral suasion consists ithe various objects, 
considerations, and motives which are suited to be the occasion or 
reason of our acting in a particular manner rather than in another, 
but it still needs an exercise of creative power to give success to the 
means of grace, or to cause volitions when the motivesof action are 
before the mind. If we assert that any of our volitions come into 
existence by a self-determining, self-originating power, without an 
exertion of creative power, we deny our common sense of cause and 
effect, subvert the Scriptures, and launch into the ocean of Atheism 
and infidelity. Above all physical, moral, and second or instru- 
mental causes of the effects, changes, and existences that take place, 
common sense discovers a self-existent, and efficient cause of all 
things. If our reason and common sense do not deceive us, therefore, 
our physical and intellectual existence in all its successive forms, 
changes, or exercises, is the effect of the creative and preserving 
power of God. If we let go this strong hold of reason and common 
sense, we are instantly afloat on the disasterous sea of skepticism. 

I will now consider a few of the leading objections urged against 
the scriptural and obvious fact, that God always exerts creative 
power in causing regeneration and human volitions. Speaking of 
regeneration, (if the notes I received are correct,) Mr. Hopkins 
affirmed, that “The change is effected by means of the truth—not by 
God’s omnipotence, but by moral means, and moral suasion, other- 
wise it ‘would not be agreeable to the constitution of the human 
mind.” It is said he also affirmed, that ‘‘ Regeneration is ascribed 
by the sacred writers to four different causes. 1. To water and 
blood. 2. To the truth. 3. To those persons who use the means 
of grace with sinners. And 4. To the sinner himself, as we read, 
**T thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.” 
** Ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth.” 

Why did he not add; 5. That it is also ascribed to the creative 
power of God as the efficiemt cause, since the apostle says, ‘‘ We are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works?” and 
then I should not wish to contend with him; for I freely admit that 
the creature is active in regeneration, and that the truth, the means 
of grace, and moral power are used in causing regeneration. I am 
happy to agree wiih him in his belief, but not in his unbelief, in his 
christianity, but not in his infidelity. If Mr. H. had studied and 
properly regarded his text, which was, “‘ Of his own will begat he 
us with the word of truth,’’ he would not have said, “ the change is 
effected by means of the truth; not by God’s omnipotence’’—but 
rather that the change is effected by God’s omnipotence through the 
truth as the instrumental cause, agreeably to the prayer of Christ, 
“ Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” 
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But why should Mr. H. think that an exertion of God's ~omnipo- 
tence in regeneration or sanctification should be inconsistent with 
the constitution of the human mind!) Does he imag:ne that because 
creative omnipotence is the cause of physical objects, that all the 
effects of creative omnipotence must of consequence be physical, 
and void of freedom? But such an assumption as this is nothing 
less than begging the question in debate, and has no foundation in 
scripture, fact, or reason. When God worketh in us both to will 
and to do that which is good, it does not prevent us from working 
out our salvation with fear and trembling, but justthe contrary. 
We have the evidence of scripture, and experience, that the freedom 
and accountability of the creature is not preverted or injured by the 
free and universal exercise of the creative power of God, working 
all in all, and there is no point in theological science which has been 
more completely established. 

Another objection that was handed me after I gave my first 
Lecture, is in these words: “If regeneration is effected by the 
creative power of God, how can the sinner make himself a new 
heart as required, seeing he cannot exercise creative power ?”— 

I answer, that the word “* make’’ when applied to creatures, never 
implies an exercise of creative power in them. ‘Though we makea 
great many things, we create nothing. ‘The Bible is not chargeable 
with the absurdity of requiring a creature to create his own volitions, 
affections, and exercises, which isa natural impossibility, but it simply 
requires us to love, repent and believe. Dr. Emmons justly observes, 
‘Ifa new heart consisted in a new principle, or naturul faculty, it 
would be difficult to see how a sinner could make him a new heart, 
without exerting Almighty power, or performing an act of creation, 
which is impossible. But if, as we have seen, a new heart wholly 
consists in new holy affections, then all the sinner has to do, to 
make a new heart, is to exercise benevolence instead of selfishness, 
or to put forth holy instead of unholy exercises. To make a new 
heart in this sense, is agreeable to the common apprehension, and 
the common language of mankind. It is very common for one 
person to say to another, make yourself easy, or make yourself con- 
tented, that is, alter your mind, change your heart or feelings, exercise 
totally different affections from what you have at present. ‘ There 
is no command given to sinners more plain and intelligible than the 
command to make thtm a new heart. It does not mean that they 
should create any new faculties, or lay any new foundation for holy 
exercises, but only that they should exercise love, faith, repentance, 
and all the gracious affections to which the promises of pardon are 
made.” 

With the above definition of a new heart, there is no difficulty in 
seeing the propriety of the command, “* Make you a new heart,” 
though we do not possess or ever exerci-e creative power. Though 
we have not creative, we have acting power, which agrees with 
scripture, reason, and our own consciousness. How absurd and 
derogatory to God it would be to deny that we have complete natural 
ability to obey all those divine precepts respecting which God holds 
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us accountable? Every saint on earth or in heaven did once begin 
to love God, and exercised repentance, faith &c. and this is how 
they made themselves a new heart as required, without exercising 
OF possessing creative power. 

If the above objector, however, intended to inquire how a person 
could create himself in Christ Jesus, and cause his own volitions, 
I reply, that this question does not belong to him to ask me, but for 
me to ask him; since I do not believe that any creature is either 
able or divinely required to cause his own volitions, or exert creative 
power which is an absurd opinion. Dr. Emmons in his incompara- 
ble sermon from Phil. 2. 12—13. ‘* Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling: For it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure,” (Sermons, vol 1.) has completely 
demonstrated this great truth, that the creature is active, while acted 
upon by divine efficiency. So says the wise man, “ A man’s heart 
deviseth his way, bnt the Lord directeth his steps.” With this 
scriptural key, and with a correct idea of a new heart, there is no in- 
consistency in the view of the subject I have taken, which is the 
only one that is scriptural, rational, and defensible. 








ANECDOTES. 


One day after addressing a number of natives on the banks of the Gan- 

ges, Mr. Thomas, the fiist Baptist minister who preached in Bengal, was ac- 
costed by a Brahmin as follows: ‘‘ Sahib, don’t you say that the devil tempts 
men to sin?’’ ‘Yes,’ answered Mr. Thomas. ‘“ Then,” said the Brahmin, 
“ certainly it is the devil, who is in fault; the devil, therefore, not the man, 
‘ought to suffer punishment.’’ While the people discovered by their looks 
their approbation of this mode of reasoning, Mr. Thomas observed a boat with 
several men on board sailing on the river; and, with that facility of reply for 
which he was so distinguished, answered: ‘‘ Brahmin, do you see yonder 
boat? “Yes,” said he. ‘‘ Suppose,’ added Mr. Thomas, I were to send 
some of my friends to destroy every person on board, and to bring me all 
that is valuable in it; who ought to suffer the punishment, I for instructing 
them, or they for doing the wicked action?”’ ‘‘ Why,’ answered the 
Brahmin with some emotion, “ you ought to be put to death together.’’— 
“ Yes, Brahmin,” said Mr. Thomas, “ and if you and the devil sin together, 
the devil and you will be punished together.” 


Tuer Christians at'Tranquebar had been accustomed from their first re- 
ceiving the Bible, to celebrate every fiftieth year as Jubilee. But when Dr. 
Buchanan visited them, he was informed that it had been omitted through 
the influence of certain Europeans among them. When he expressed his 
astonishment at this hostility, Dr. John, an aged missionary, replied, ‘I have 
always remarked, that the disciples of Voltaire are the true enemies of mis- 
sions and that the enemies of missions in general, the disciples of Voltaire.’ 


PLAIN AND PITHY REMARKS oF Oty Humpurey on Fits-—Though no 
doctor, I have by me some excellent prescriptions, and as I shall charge you 
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nothing for them, you cannot grumble at the price. We are most of us sub- 
ject to fits; I am visited with them myself; and I dare say that you are also: 
so now for my prescriptions. 

For a fit of passion, walk out in the open air: you may speak your mind 
to the winds, without hurting any one, or proclaiming yourself to be a sim- 
pleton. 

For a fit of idleness, count the tickings of a clock. Do this for one hour, 
and you will be glad to pull off your coat the next, and work like a negro. 

For a fit of extravagance and folly, go to the work-house, or speak with the 
ragged and wretched inmates of the jail, and you will be convinced, 


Who makes his bed of briar and thorn, 
Must be content to lie forlorn. 


For a fit of ambition, go into the church-yard, and read the grave-stones. 
They will tell you the end of ambition. The grave will soon be your bed- 
chamber, the earth your pillow, corruption your father, and the worm your 
mother and your sister. 

For a fit of repining, look about for the halt and the blind, and visit the 
bed-ridden, and afflicted, and deranged, and they will make you ashamed of 
complaining of your lighter afflictions. 

Fora fit of despondency, look on the good things which God has given 
you in this world, and at those which he has promised to his followers in the 
next. He who goes into his garden to look for cobwebs and spiders, no 
doubt will find them; while he who looks for a flower, may return into his 
house with one blooming in his bosom. 

For all fits of doubt, perplexity, and fear, whether they respect the body or 
the mind; whether they are a load to the shoulders, the head, or the heart ; 
the following is a radical cure which may be relied on, for I had it from the 
great Physician: “‘Cast thy burden on the Lord, and he will sustain 
thee.”’ 


‘ 








“ECCLESIASTICAL BOARD.” 


Ir will be perceived by this number of the Telegraph, that the pro 
“ Ecclesiastical Board of Trustees forthe Propagation of the Gospel” has 
been organized. This event, by the friends of truth, may be considered as 
auspicious to its interests. The unanimity which characterised the Conven- 
tion ; the “cheerful zeal’’ with which the Pastors and Delegates, present, 
appeared ready to engage in the work; and the liberality with which sub- 
scriptions, and pledges of contributions were made, to promote the objects of 
the Board, afford matter of great encouragemant, that, with the blessing of 
God, the work will goon. Since the formation of the Board, the Prudential 
Committee have had additional evidence, that funds will not be withholden, 
whenever proper fields of labor are selected, or young men, of suitable char- 
acter, present themselves for aid, in a course of studies preparatory to the 
gospel ministry ; and there is abundant reason to beliéve, that many friends 
of truth, in different parts of the country, have long been looking and pray- 
ing for such a channel, as is now open, through which they can communi- 
cate their religious charities. To such individuals the “ Circular” of the 
Prudential Committee—a copy of which is inserted in the Telegraph—will 
be forwarded as soon as practicable; and those who receive the Telegraph, 
are desired to consider the “ Circular as sent to them, even thongh they may 
not receive an official paper. ~ 

Any persons who receive the “ Circular,” whether through the medium 
of the Telegraph or ortherwise, are requested to give others, who they be- 
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lieve wil! be interested in the objects of the Board, opportunity to peruse it ; 
for it is impossible for the Committee either to know, or send to all who may 
be glad to receive such information 

A portion of the columns of the Telegraph will hereafter be open for short 
communications in furtherance of the objects of the “ Board,” and as a chan- 
nel of intelligence respecting its operations. 


To Susscrisers.—The Editor is under the necesity of apologizing for the 
delay of this and the last number. Owing to extreme sickness of himself 
and other members of his family, and the indisposition of bis Printer, it has 
been wholly impracticable for him to present his readers with the Telegraph 
at an earlier period. In future he hopes, with the blessing of God, to 
furnish each Number at its proper time, or early in the month. The one for 
November, however, owing to circumstances already stated, will be attend- 
ed in its publication with some delay. 


To Corresroxpents.—“ A. B.”’ and “N.” are received. “ Eladsit”’ will 
accept my thanks for his communication, and for the inclosure. Some pri- 
vate letters entitled to answers, have not received a reply, owing to my late 
sickness. They shall receive attention. 


Amuerst Cotrece.—Two friends in this flourishing Institution have 
sent me each a Catalogue of its Corporation, Faculty and Students, for 
which they will accept my thanks. Ambherst College has, in a peculiar 
sense, been considered the property of the Church, and, thus far, the Church 
has more than realized its expectations. Having been denied Legislative en- 

jdowment, and obtained a Charter with no inconsiderabledelay and difficulty ; 
¢ e Institution no longer sought a hold upon such a “broken reed,”’ but 
G-" to God anda Christian community for the fostering hand. This 
“was not denied. The liberal minded opened the liberal hand, and con- 
Grivutea largely to its funds; and the Spirit of God has been poured out per- 
~ haps more copiously and frequently upon that Seminary, than upon any oth- 
er literary institution in the country. An efficient and erudite Faculty have 
pursued the right course to make the most thorough and efficient scholars ; 
and, though the College is young in comparison with others, the character 
of its Alumni will not he among the last in raising and doing honor to the 
literature of our country. 

The present Catalogue exhibits the following Summary :—Sesiors, 41, 
Juniors, 63, SopHomorss, 72, Frrsumen, 76.—Total, 252. 

To the usual Statement of Studies and other exercises, is subjoined the 
following Note, oA 

“On every Thursday afternoon is a Bible exercise in the Freshman, Sopho- 
more and Junior Classes. For the Freshman year, the recitations are in the 
Historical Books of the Bible; for the Sophomore year in the Prophetical 
Books and the Greek Testament ; and for the Junior year in the Doctrinal 
Books. These recitations are accompanied by Familiar Lectures from the 
Instructors. 

“In the preceding statement, the simple aim has been to present a brief 
and distinct view of the ccurse; one which should contain only what is act- 
ually done, and be comprehended at a glance.—It may be proper to add, that 
the system of instruction comprises siz principal Deparimenis ; viz. Classical 
Languages and Literature,—Mathematics and Natural Philosophy,—Chem- 
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istry, Natural History, and Anatomy,—Rhetoric and Oratory.—Intellectual, 
Moral and Political Philosophy ,—Practical Theology and Personal Religion. 
Each of these departments is under the care of one responsible head, a per- 
manent officer of the College. This officer does not give personally all the 
instruction in his department; but he oversees and directs the whole, and 
receives such aid from other officers as may be needed in conducting the 
several branches of study and instruction committed to his responsibility.”’ 

These Bible exercises are not among the least important in the institution. 
They are adapted to render the students familiar with the Scriptures; the 
study of which has been almost wholly neglected in many of our Colleges, 
which will account for the consummate and shameful ignorance of many 
graduates respecting what is contained in the Biz.r! 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Sandwich Islands. 


THE FOLLOWING INTELLIGENCE IS EMBRACED IN A ‘‘ REPORT OF THE STA- 
TION AT KAILUA, Noy. 5TH, 1834. 


Tue state of religion among us, though there are not wanting things to 
deplore, still continues as favorable as it was when we wrote in May last.— 
At the communion in August thirteen persons, male and female, were ad- 
mitted to church-membership. For some weeks past, we have perceived an 
awakening spirit in the mindsof several who have long been slumbering over 
their eternal interests. There are a few who for sometime past have given 
satisfactory evidence of having passed from death to life, whom we hope to 
bring forward soon for public examination. In addition to these, there is a 
large company of persons, principally of the middle age and older, who haye 
long professed to have taken Christ for their portion, and whose moral char- 
acter, as far as we-can ascertain, is good, but who fail of exhibiting clear 
views of scripture truth on account of their obtuseness of intellect. There 
are more than one hundred of them, many of whom have appeared seriotis 
for years. But we have hesitated about receiving them until they shall be 
further instructed and until their christian character shall be more confirmed. 
Doubtless many of these are building upon false foundations, while charity 
must hope that many of them are truly pious. The difficulty lies in select- 
ing from so much rubbish the true from the false. 

We have had no instance of defection in the church for more than two 
years, and but one case of discipline in that time. The church, as a body, 
appear well, and live in harmony with each other, and many individuals of 
them are valuable helpers to us in all our social meetings, as well as in car- 
rying into operation any measure we put on foot. 


CHOCTAWS. 


Mrs. Wilson, wife of Henry R. Wilson, V.D.M., was removed by 
death on the 18th of July, after being sick ofa fever abonttwo weeks. She 
had been among the Choctaws but a few months, but had become much at- 
tached to them, and had exhibited endowments and qualifications, connected 
with activity and zeal, which gave promise of great usefulness, if her life 
had been spared. Her confidence in Christ on the bed of death was strong 
and unwavering, and her end eminently peaceful. 
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The bereaved husband, under date of July 27th, furnishes the following 
particulars respecting her sickness. 

Her disease was remittent fever, of a very obstinate and highly billious 
character. I was permitted to be with her during the whole of her illness ; 
though without any assistance ; having to act as physician, cook, and nurse. 
The Lord dealt very tenderly with her during her sickness, permitting her 
to rest her soul with unshaken confidence on Christ, and not suffering a sin- 
gle cloud to obstruct her view of Him, until the hour of her release. Often 
when asked if she needed any thing, she would say, ‘‘ No, nothing, I have 
Christ, what can I want beside?’’ Her hope was in the peace-speaking 
blood and atoning righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. “I know,” said 
she, ‘I am a vile polluted sinner, but the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all 
sin.”’ When asked, a short time before her death, if she had still a hope in 
Christ, she replied, ‘‘ Yes, 1 know in whom I have believed—I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and though worms may destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God.’’ “Have you peace in your mind? “ Yes, as much 
as I can realize and more than I can express.’’ ‘‘ Oh how precious are the 
promises of God—how sure a foundation on which to build our hopes.’’ She 
often requested me to read to her from the word of God. The twenty-third 
Psalm in particular gave her great delight. ‘ Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the ahadow of death, yet will I fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me, thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.’’ On being asked, if she had her 
choice, whether she would rather live or die, she said, ‘If it were my Fa- 
ther’s will to release me from sin and suffering I should rather’’—she was 
going to say ‘die,’ but after a short pause, she said, “‘ But oh! this poor 
people, what have I done for them? I came here for their salvation, but I 
have done nothing for them. If it were the Lord’s will, I should like to 
live for them, but not my will but thine be done.’’ On being asked, if she 
regretted having left her friends to come here and die among a people who 
knew not the Lord, she replied, ‘‘ No, never—never—never.” 

On Saturday morning, the 18th instant, she began to sink very rapidly, 
and about ten o’clock, A. M., without a struggle, a groan, or even the dis- 
tortion of a feature, she fell asleep in Jesus, to wake with him in glory.— 
«Even so come Lord Jesus.”’ 

Mr. Wright, in noticing the decease of Mrs. Wilson, remarks— 

But one thing appeared to cause regret at the thought of death, and that 
was, that she had been able to do no more, directly, forthe spiritual good of the 
poor Choctaws. This she had much at heart. And to enable her to do this 
she had made considerable proficiency in acquiring the native language: but 
though unable to communicate instrction in it, she seldom suffered any fe- 
male who came for medicine or any other purpose to go away, without en- 
deavoring to impart to them some instruction respecting the Savior, through 
a female interpreter who was always at hand. 

Perhaps few if any females have entered our Indian missions possessing 
in a higher degree more qualities of heart which inspire confidence and love © 
in their fellow-laborers, and which fit for usefulness, than Mrs. Wilson did. 
Although she had been a member of the mission but a few months, she was 
greatly beloved. That one so eminently fitted for usefulness should be so 
soon removed, appears a dark dispensation ; but it is right, for the Lord hath 
done it; aud we desire to bow with much submission to his holy will. 


SMYRNA. 


Mr. Homan Hallock, connected with the printing establishment, at Smyrna, 
is now ona visit to this country, with the consent of his mission and the appro- 
batio ofthe Prudential Committee. His object is to superintend thecutting of 
punches for two or three founts of type in the Armenian character, and the 
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casting of the necessary amount of type. It was ascertained that the proper 
type could no where be procured in the Levant, and that the only way to obtain 
them was to prepare matrices expressly for the purpose. This could be done 
most advantageously and economically in the United States. 


BROOSA. 


Mr. and Mrs. Powers, whose embarkation was mentioned in the last vol- 
ume, arrived at Smyrna on the 12th of January, after a voyage of sixty-three 
days. They reached Constantinople on the 19th, and Broosa on the 13th of 


February. 










CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Mr. Goodell has begun to revise the translation of the Old Testament, 
made by Bishop Carabet into Armeno-Turkish while at Malta. In due time 
it will no doubt be printed at the expense of the American Bible Society. 
The Armeno-Turkish New Testament commands a good price, and nearly 
all the copies have been issued. 


SYRIA. 


Mr. Thomson and Mr. Pease have explored the greater part of the island 
of Cyprus, and made their report to the Committee. In consequence of the 
lamented death of Dr. Dodge, Mr. Pease will remain, for the present at least, 
in Syria. He went out with a conditional appointment to Cyprus. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


InTELLIGENCE has been received of the arrival of Messrs. Lindley, Wilson, 
and Venable at Griqua Town, which is about half way from Cape Town to 
Kurrechane, the place of their destination. 


EMBARKATION OF MISSIONARIES. 


On the 20th of July James T. Dickinson V. D. M., formerly pastor of @ 
church in Norwich, Con., William Arms V. D. M., who, two years ago, 
in company with Mr. Coan, visited Patagonia, under direction of the 
Board, and Mr. Alfred North, a printer, formerly residing in Utica, N. Y., 
embarked at Boston, on board the barque Rosabella, captain Hammatt, bound 
for Batavia. Messrs. Arms and North were accompanied by their wives.— 
Messrs. Dickinson and North will proceed to Singapore; the former to 
prosecute the study of the Chinese language, preparatory to entering on 
missionary labors in some part of China; and the latter to take charge of the 
printing establishment at that place——Mr. and Mrs. Arms are expected to 
go to Padang, on the southwest coast of Sumatra, with a view to laboring 


ultimately among the Niyas people, or the Battas, as the providence of God 
shall direct. Miss. Herald, 


































POETRY. 
HEAVEN IN PROSPECT. 


Palms of glory, raiment bright, 
Crowns that never fade away, 

Gird and deck the saints in light, 
Priests and kings and conquerors they. 


Yet the conquerors bring their palms 
A To the Lamb amidst the throne, 

And proclaim in joyful psalms, 
Victory through his cross alone. 



















POETRY. 





Kings for harps their crowns resign, 
Crying, as they strike the chords, 

“Take the kingdom—it is thine, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords !”’ 


Round the altar, priests confess, 
If their robes are white as snow, 
’ Twas the Savior’s righteousness 
And his blood that made them so. 


Who were these? On earth they dwelt, 
Sinners once of Adam’s race, 

Guilt, and fear, and suffering felt, 
But were saved by sovereign grace. 


They were mortal, too, like us ; 
Ah! when we, like them, shall die, 
May our souls, translated thus, 
Triumph, reign, and shine on high! 


THE SILK WORM’S WILL. 
BY MISS H. F. GOULD. 


On a plain rash hurdle a silk worm lay, 
When a proud young princess came that way, 
The haughty child of a buman king 
‘Threw a sidelong glance at the bumble thing, 
That took with a silent gratitude 
From the mulberry-leat her simple food— 
And shrunk, alt scorn and bali disgust, 

Away from her sister child of dust ; 

Declaring she never yet could see 

Why a reptile form like this should be, 

And that she was net made with nerves so firm, 
As calinly to stand by a“ crawling worm !” 


With mate forbearance the silk worm took 
The tavuting words and the spuruing look, 
Alike a stranger to self and pride, 

She’d no disquiet from aught beside, 

And lived of a meekness and peace possessed, 
Which these debar from the human breast. 
She only wished, for the harsh abuse, 

To find some way to become of use 

To the haughty daughter of lordly man, 

And thus did she lay a noble plan, 

"To teach her wisdom and make it plain 

That the humble worm was not made in vain j 
A plan so generous, deep and high, 

That to carry it out she must even die! 


«No more,” said she, “ will I drink of eat! 
I'll spin and weave me a winding sheet. 
‘To wrap me up from the sun's clear light, 
And hide my form from her wounded sight. 
In secret then till my end draws nigh, 
I'll toil for her; aud when I die, 
I'll leave behind, as a farewell boon, 
To the proud youug princess, my whole cocoon, 
To be reeled and wove to a shining lace, 
And hung in a veil o’er her scornful face! 
Through the very threads that have caused mv death : 
When she finds, at length, she has nerves so firm 
As to wear the shroud of a crawling worm, 
May she bear in mind, that she walks with pride 
In the winding-sheet where the silk worm died!” 





